CYPRESS ; 167 EAST BAY STREET
T.J. Parsell, who owns Cypress, Blossom, and Magnolias. grew up in
Charleston and as a boy watched this section of East Bay Streer languish.
“In the 1970s, East Bay Strecr from Market to Broad was just nor a nice
part of town. There was some retail there but nothing like whar's there
oday.” Many buildings steadily deteriorared for much of the twentieth
century. Then in 1989, Hurricane Hugo deliversd the coup'de grace.

“Hugo destroyed a lot of those buildings.” says Parsell. “The first
floors were wiped out by flooding. The
But devastation led to a renaissance of

25 a2 lor of devastation.”

The Cypress building dares from 1835. T7
Carolina owned it for decades, followed Lazer
wholesale grocers and dealers in Caroli
a wholesale liquor store, then a fumniture waret
"60s, a marine products business operared
decades, shops and offices. Finally came
the Cypress renovation, “We basically des
bur lefr the original columns and re
with the Board of Architectural Review
Foundation to maintain the integricy of
a very modern interior space. Itsam

Parsell was a history major and Civil W
delighted during the renovation o disc
0 a cannonball. “T can rell you exactdy w
with a false ceiling. We tried o fizure
architect overruled me.”
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